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The Circuit Rider Published January 23, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to 
http://msumc.s3.amazonaws.com/2D2B5B9FCF6E4D5D88C2DD02BC67A8D5_2011_MississippiConference_UMC_Journal-Vol1.pdf  
to view or download.

Luke 4:14-21
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth 
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, 
and news about him spread through the whole coun-
tryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and 
everyone praised him.
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his cus-
tom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it 
is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
    He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 19 to  
    proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fas-
tened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• January 27, 2013 (Sunday) 
Bishop Swanson will make the last stop on his 
district tour to the New Albany District. The Bishop will preach at 11:00 a.m. at St. Paul UMC in Ripley, Mississippi. There 
will also be a New Albany District Rally hosted by New Albany First UMC at 3:00 p.m. with singing from the Rust College 
A Cappella Choir followed by a reception.  

• January 28-30, 2013 (Monday through Wednesday) 
Bishop Swanson will lead closing worship on Wednesday at the Clergy Leadership Conference that will be held at St. 
Mark’s UMC in Brandon, Mississippi.

Candidacy Mentoring: 
A Call to Support Those ‘Called’
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt

The Rev. Amanda Gordon is embracing a first time 
opportunity to serve as a candidate mentor following 
her six years of ministering in the Mississippi Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. According to Gordon, her district super-
intendent selected her for the job. Reflections of her own spiritual walk influenced her 
eagerness for the assignment.  

“There were mentors along my path, groups, and colleagues, that I was able to meet 
with and they encouraged me and helped me in my calling. I would be honored to 
do that for somebody else—it is an important time in the life of someone as they are 
searching for candidacy,” said Gordon, Senior Pastor of Minor Memorial UMC in Walls, 
MS.

 She expressed her thoughts during the 2013 Candidacy Mentor and District Committee 
on Ordained Ministry Training, where she and nearly 100 of her equals assembled for 
training at Anderson United Methodist Church in Jackson.  

Candidacy mentors have a dual primary goal 
serving the candidate and the church: (a) to 
serve as a guide, consultant and adviser to help 
candidates explore, discern, and determine how God is leading them to serve; and (b) 
to serve as a representative of the Church in selecting faithful leaders with integrity for 
ministry in the United Methodist Church.  

The Rev. Sherry Johnson continues to be a listening ear to those fulfilling God’s call. 
She’s been a mentor for more than ten years. She is also the associate director at the 
Center for Ministry where they focus on developing Christian leaders and continuing 
education for lay and clergy that feel call to leadership.

“I enjoy the enthusiasm and the visions of those going into the ministry. I enjoy walk-
ing beside them and watching them grow. I feel the sense of excitement about what I see 
them doing after they are ordained. For me, it’s like a mom seeing a kid graduate from 
college and seeing them go on and do wonderful things,” said Johnson.  

Rev. Amanda Gordon takes notes 
during instructions about her new 
duty as a candidacy mentor for the 
United Methodist Church.

Rev. Meg Lassiat from the General 
Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry led the Candidacy Men-
tor training in Jackson, MS. She 
reminded mentors of their duty to 
create a safe place for those seeking 
candidacy for ministry.
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The interim director of ministerial services for the MS Annual Conference, Jimmy Carr, 
explains why United Methodist members should appreciate and pray for those in the 
candidacy mentor role.

 “These persons have the first opportunity to work with the leaders of the future, the 
leaders of the church. As mentors touch these persons lives and help them deal with 
who they are as children of God and as persons called of God to do special things in the 
church, then they are enhancing and making a better future of the United Methodist 
Church,” said Carr.

Other commitments of the candidacy mentor involve trust, honesty and agreement. 
Both candidate and the candidacy mentor pledge to be available for one another; to 
pray for one another and to explore together the candidate’s spiritual calling and jour-
ney. 

Is God calling you? If so, dozens including Gordon and Johnson stand ready to hear 
from you.

Clergy Pension Invoice Grant
The Mississippi Conference Board of Pension is pleased to announce the 2012 Grant Program rules for those churches that are 
bringing a balance forward into 2013. Included in the billing rate is ¼ of one percent to provide one-time help to those churches 
who have experienced inability to pay some or all of their invoices.

There are three types of grants available: Jubilee Grants, 50/50 Grants and Cabinet Originated Grants. For more information 
about these grants and grant requirements, direct all questions to David Stotts, Conference Treasurer and Benefits Officer, or 
contact Larry Davis, Assistant Benefits Officer at 601-354-0515.

MS History Featured in AAMHC   

The African American Methodist Heritage Center released the 2013 AAMHC 
calendar which highlights several essential dates in the history of African Ameri-
can Methodism which heavily impacted what is known today as the United 
Methodist Church.  Some of those influential moments recorded in the calendar 
happened right here in Mississippi. 

On January 7, 1868, the Mississippi Colored Conference organized in Hazlehu-
rst, Mississippi.  The Gulfside Mississippi campground was purchased on April 
16, 1923.  It was incorporated January 24, 1924, and founded by Bishop Rob-
ert E. Jones, who was the first Black general superintendent of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  December 25, 1865, also holds a special date on the historic 
calendar because it marked the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Missis-
sippi Mission Conference.

More recent historic Mississippi events are chronicled as well.  The calendar 
includes the assignment of Mississippi’s first African American bishop, Bishop 
James E. Swanson, Sr. on July 20, 2012 and his birthday on February 2. 

“I am truly honored to be part of the Mississippi United Methodist story and 
this calendar that reflects the rich history of Mississippi Methodism,” said 
Bishop Swanson.

The African American Methodist Heritage Center calendar honors the history 
of the Pan Methodist Commission, the African Methodist Episcopal (AME), 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion (AMEZ), the African Union Methodist Protes-
tant (AUMP), the Union American Methodist Episcopal (UAME), the Christian 
Methodist Episcopal (CME) and United Methodist churches.

These images of stained glass are show-
cased on the calendar cover celebrating 13 
churches and locations whose buildings 
represent the history of African American 
Methodism.

Rev. Sherry Johnson is a long-time, 
devoted candidacy mentor for the 
Mississippi Annual Conference UMC.
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The calendar is $12 but is available for a special rate on bulk order of 25 or more.  For more information please call 973-408-
3862.  

The African American Methodist Heritage Center exists to provide research, to preserve artifacts and other memorabilia 
and to protect and promote the stories of Black people who have been a part of Methodism since its inception in the 1700s.

Children and Poverty to be  
Main Focus of UM Student Movement
By Vicki Brown, Associate Editor for the General Board  
of Higher Education and Ministry    

Children and poverty was the top choice as the 2013-2014 
justice priority of the United Methodist Student Movement as 
determined by voting at Imagine What’s NEXT, a new student 
event sponsored by the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. 

More than 560 college students and campus ministers attended 
the event, which focused on helping students consider the next 
faithful steps for their vocations, communities, churches and the 
world.

“We asked them to vote on priorities for UMSM and that was clearly the top choice, followed by prayer and vocational discern-
ment,” said Beth Ludlum, GBHEM’s director of Student Faith and Leadership Formation. Resources that will help campus minis-
tries focus on these issues will be developed and online by fall semester 2013.

“We plan to have fact sheets, Bible studies, books they can read, and each UMSM chapter or campus ministry can decide how 
they get involved,” Ludlum said. The Upper Room, the General Board of Global Ministries, the General Board of Church and 
Society, UMCOR, United Methodist Communications, and United Methodist Women are all collaborating with GBHEM on 
resources for the priorities.

Ludlum said she was pleased that the students attending the November 2012 event in St. Louis were in such universal agreement 
about what the focus of UMSM should be.

Three-fourths of students who answered a follow-up survey said that the conference changed or strengthened their call to a 
specific vocational path, and everyone who answered the survey said the conference increased their desire to make a difference in 
their community and the world.

The conference included a focus on the work of different church agencies and organizations and Ludlum said that seems to have 
had a strong effect on connectionalism, with 96 percent reporting they felt more connected to other students and to the UMC.

Ninety-five percent said they better understood the work of the UMC boards and agencies and the global reach of the church.  
About three-fourths of the students and nearly all the campus ministers said they connected with at least one exhibitor who pro-
vided an opportunity for future study or service that they are considering.

Finally, 98 percent of students reported they were strengthened in their relationship with and reliance upon God, according to 
Ludlum.  Each student was asked to a sign a card pledging to take some action to improve their community and Ludlum said 
many pledged to plug into a program for children.  Reminders will be sent to each student in March.

College students can apply through January 30 to be one of 12 field organizers who will be responsible for setting the direction of 
the UMSM, as well as helping with creation of resources. Field organizers will be responsible for connecting with annual confer-
ence advisers, campus ministers, and students in their jurisdiction; attending college student or young adult gatherings to repre-
sent UMSM; submitting up to 10 blogs each year for the UMSM Web site; and helping to maintain the UMSM facebook, twitter 
and web presence.  Field organizers will meet twice each year for leadership training.

To learn more or to apply, visit http://bit.ly/VUAjLR. To learn more about the United Methodist Student Movement, visit  
www.umsm.org.



Starkville First UMC Initiates  
Backpack Meals Referral Program 
From the Starkville District Newsletter

Jesus instructed us to give out of grace when he spoke: 
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in” – Matthew 25:35.

In 2012, several members of Starkville First United Methodist Church 
noticed a problem in their own community. Some children in the local 
schools were coming in hungry on Monday mornings. Many families in 
Starkville are making daily financial decisions based on paying for hous-
ing, medical care or food and school meal programs help to cover the 
gaps during the week. However, it was becoming more evident there was 
a very real hunger problem on weekends.

A group of Starkville First UMC members began working with the 
Starkville School District and the Mississippi Food Bank on the Back-
pack Meals program. Backpack Meals is a referral program that iden-
tifies students who are not being fed properly on the weekends and 
come to school hungry on Monday mornings. The program works very 
discretely to place weekend food packs in the backpacks of the identified 
students each Friday.

For the fall 2012 semester, over 1,096 non-perishable meals were given 
out to 100 third, fourth and fifth grade students. The Backpack Meals 
team is working to find partners to expand the program to other grades.

The Mississippi Food Bank, Starkville School District, Starkville First 
UMC, Starkville Jr. Auxiliary, the Wesley Foundation Hunger Pod, MSU 
College of Education Future Educators Association and the Starkville 4-H Clover Dawgs are all working together to help students 
through the Backpack Meals Program.

The Backpack Meals program was honored to receive a Hunger Grant from the United Methodist Appalachian Ministry Network. 
The Appalachian Ministry Network is a group of United Methodists united to fight hunger and poverty in the rural areas of the 
Appalachian region.

For more information about the Backpack Meals Program or if your organization would like to help sponsor a school, contact 
First United Methodist at 662-323-5722. 

New Wave in Office Hours:  
Practical Ministry Webinars
Candler Development and Alumni Relations is launch-
ing a new program to bring Candler faculty to you! No 
conference fees, no travel expenses, no leaving your 
desk—just an hour with one of Candler’s fine faculty. 
Using the GoToWebinar platform, these webinars will enable you to view a live presentation, ask questions and engage in conver-
sation with your favorite faculty.   

Office Hours: Practical Ministry Webinars will give you tools for use in your work and ministry. Dr. Thomas G. Long, Bandy 
Professor of Preaching, will offer practical help with your Easter Sunday sermon and answer your questions about the upcoming, 
important message.
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Dr. Embra Jackson, Starkville District Superin-
tendent, presents a Hunger Grant check for $2,500 
from the UM Appalachian Ministry Network to 
Starkville First United Methodist Church for use 
in their Backpack Meals Program. Representing 
Starkville FUMC are Susan Tomlinson, Jane Wind-
ham, and Rev. Giles Lindley.



Title: Proclaiming the Resurrection: Preaching the Easter Sermon
Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013
Time: 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. EST

No need to leave your desk, simply register now and listen in on January 23. Upon registering you will receive 
a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.

For questions about Office Hours and your alumni benefits, contact Megan Lineberry, Candler’s Director of 
Alumni Relations.

Parkway Heights UMC to Host Leadership Training Session   

Parkway Heights UMC will host the Hattiesburg District Leadership Training Session on Sunday, January 27, beginning at 2:30 
p.m. Worship will feature the Williams Chapel Male Chorus. Rev. Vicki Hughes, pastor of Main Street UMC in Hattiesburg, will 
preach. There will be a Mission Fair featuring the JCJC and USM Wesley Foundations, Edwards Street Fellowship, The United 
Methodist Hour and Gulfside Assembly. Please bring one dollar for each of the five Missions. The Training Sessions will be:  

1. Worship - led by Rev. Tommy Artmann and Rev. Tim Prather
2. Professions of Faith - led by Rev. Andy Stoddard and Rev. Dan Herring
3. Small Groups - led by Rev. Chris Klingenfus and Ann McCullen
4. Mission - led by Lillian Putnam and David Stotts
5. Leadership - led by Rev. Eddie Rester and District Lay Leader Dwight Yates

For more information, contact Patricia Sherman at 601-544-7873.

St. Mary’s Valentine’s Day/Black History Program 
St. Mary’s UMC cordially invites you to their Valentine’s Day/Black History Program along with the Parade of Colors on Saturday, 
February 9, beginning at 6:00 p.m. St. Mary’s is located at 3009 Harmony Road in Crystal Springs, MS.

You don’t want to miss the variety of entertainment (games, fashion show, singing, etc.).

Please call Mattie Jones or Eva Thomas at 601-810-8072 for more details.

First ‘Calling All Men’ Gathering at Camp Lake Stephens
The United Methodist Men of Mississippi are praying that 2013 will mark the start of an overflowing of energy from men and 
boys who simply want to roll up their sleeves and get down to the business of doing the Lord’s work.    

 Planning is underway for an evening to bring together men of all ages for the first gathering of “Calling All Men - Man Up for 
Jesus” on Friday, February 15 at Camp Lake Stephens in Oxford. Men will start arriving around 5:00 p.m.  

The event will wrap up around 9:00 p.m. This is a free fellowship that includes dinner. The purpose is to re-energize the group, 
recruit new members, and give men an opportunity to identify and use their talents to benefit God’s Kingdom.  

“Our goal is to empower the ministry of Jesus Christ through men within the congregations of the United Methodist Church. 
Men growing in Christ become good spiritual leaders in their homes and congregations, working with other members, their 
spouses, and congregational leaders both lay and clergy,” said Donald Beard, President of the United Methodist Men of Missis-
sippi.  

Bishop James Swanson, Sr. is preparing a message that speaks to the hearts that evening. As president of the General Commission 
on United Methodist Men, he has high expectations for the Mississippi Annual Conference UM men. Swanson says the church 
needs their gifts.

“We belong to Christ, so men, come out with new ideas and share what God is speaking into your hearts to do for the church,” 
said Bishop Swanson. He is also in prayer that at least 100 men from the Magnolia State will join him for the national gathering 
of the United Methodist Men in Nashville this summer at Belmont University, July 12-14.

The Mississippi United Methodist Men will announce later dates for two more gatherings of  “Calling All Men - Man Up for 
Jesus.” For more information, contact Donald Beard at 601-354-0515.
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Dr. Thomas  
G. Long



Seashore District Lay Servant School 
The Seashore District of the Mississippi United Methodist Conference will sponsor a Lay Servant School at Heritage UMC, lo-
cated at 4322 Popps Ferry Road in D’Iberville, MS, on Friday and Saturday, February 22-23, 2013. Please make note the change 
in location. Registration will begin at 5 p.m. on Friday evening. The school will feature four classes:

• Basic - led by Mrs. Vera Thomas
• Living Our Beliefs - led by Rev. Dr. Scott Wright
• Each One A Minister - led by Rev. Sally Bevill
• Transforming Evangelism - led by Ms. Kim Dickmeyer

Please mail registration fee of $50 by February 14th to Seashore District UMC, P.O. Box 6586, Gulfport, MS 39506. 

Mississippi Conference Men Invited to National Basketball Tournament
NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Has your church always dreamed of being a national champion? That dream could become a reality if its 
church-sponsored team, can win a summer 3-on-3 national United Methodist Men basketball tournament.

A total of 32 teams from United Methodist churches across the nation will participate in a 3-man basketball tournament to be 
held July 12-13 at Belmont University in Nashville.

The tournament is part of the National Gathering of United Methodist Men, July 12-14 at Belmont. Mississippi’s own, Bishop 
James E. Swanson, Sr. will be a keynote speaker.

For more information, email the tournament director, Rich Peck at (rpeck@gcumm.org). That e-mail must include the church 
name, team name, city and team captain. Call Rich for additional information at 615-620-7264.

Cares & Concerns
Donald F. Thompson, brother of Rev. Truman Thomp-
son (TUP: Aberdeen/Strong), passed away Monday, 
January 14.  A brief memorial service was held at 10:30 
a.m., Saturday, January 19 at the Artesia Baptist Church. 
Please keep the Thompson family in your prayers.

Funeral services were held for Mrs. Jennie Ruth Crump (Calbert) on Tuesday January 22. She was the mother of Rev. A.W. 
Crump of the East Jackson District.  Please keep the Crump family in your prayers.

Methodist Tested Recipes
School House Rolls 

Mix shortening and water in mixer and then add rest of ingredients. Add flour until dough becomes stiff and works well or 
pulls away from bowl. Let rise in grease bowl until double in size. Punch down and make out. Let rise again. If water/yeast 
mixture doesn’t bubble, do not use; yeast is no good.

 – By Kate Ridgon in “Feeding His Flock” published by Decatur UMC
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3/4 cup sugar
3/4 cup powdered milk
1/2 cup yeast
1/6 cup salt (2  1/3 tablespoons)
5  1/2 cups lukewarm water
2  1/2 cups shortening



Employment Opportunities
• Director of Children’s Christian Formation – Saint Mark’s is a United Methodist community of faith located in the Reservoir 
area of Brandon/Jackson, MS. We are committed to the discipleship of children and their families.

JOB SUMMARY
The Director of Children’s Christian Formation is responsible for all ministries for children from birth through fifth grade (ap-
proximately 175 children enrolled); visioning for the children’s ministry; managing and equipping of a multi-member children’s 
ministry staff and volunteers (approximately 40); and a broad scope of supervisory staff responsibilities. The Director is also 
responsible for engaging families in the life of the church by encouraging and equipping families to nurture their shared life of 
faith.

While a fully functioning program is currently in place, the new director will have the opportunity to recreate or modify pro-
grams, working with other staff and lay members to fulfill our mission.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS
1. Bachelor’s degree in Christian Education or related field  
2. 2+ years of experience as the Director of Children’s Christian Formation at a mid-size to large church  
3. 3+ years of relevant work experience in Christian or general education, especially with children  
4. Training and/or relevant experience in staff leadership and budget management  
5. Experienced communicator - oral and written  
6. Knowledge and awareness of Orange/Rethink Church movement

CORE COMPETENCIES
1. Unconditional love for all children  
2. Committed person of Christ and faith  
3. Called to work with God’s children and share faith with them  
4. Able to work in a multi-staff environment and to recruit and train adult leaders  
5. Able to organize curriculum for infants to fifth grade  
6. Experienced in budget development and expense management  
7. Positive attitude, contagious passion  
8. Technologically savvy - able to use Facebook, Twitter, etc.  
9. Able to lead others and equip them for discipleship growth  
10. Self-starter and innovative  
11. Discreet - maintain confidentiality

COMPENSATION
The Director of Children’s Christian Formation is a full-time position and, as such, it includes medical and retirement benefits. 
Compensation is commensurate with experience and is negotiable.

REQUIREMENTS
1. A current resume  
2. At least one personal and three professional letters of recommendation Please send resumes to Senior Pastor, Rob Gill  
rob@saintmarksum.org.

• Youth Ministries and Programs Leader – Hawkins United Methodist Church has an immediate opening for someone to lead 
the youth ministries and programs. This is a part-time position in Vicksburg, MS. For more information, please contact Susannah 
Grubbs Carr, Pastor, susannah@hawkinsumc.com, or call her at 601-636-2242.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.
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Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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